
Palm Sunday – A Day You Don’t Want to Miss
By Joshua

2000 years ago, Jesus arrived in Jerusalem to reveal Himself as the rightful King of Israel. He
was right on time, but the people missed it. Are we ready for all that Jesus wants to do in the
future, or will we miss it. Palm Sunday reminds us to always be ready and expectant for what

Jesus is going to do.

John 12:12-26, Luke 19:42, Zechariah 9, Psalm 118



Intro

We call this day Palm Sunday

Theologically termed – Triumphal Entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.

Triumphal – pertaining to or commemorating a victory.

The resurrection – the triumphal exit.
This was the point in history that all prophecy was pointing to.
It was also a day that broke the heart of God. 

This was the day he wept over His people that had missed their moment.
This was the day he cleared the courts of the temple of the moneychanger with a

homemade whip.
We might call this “The Day of missed opportunities.”



Missed opportunities

Have you ever missed a day or been unprepared for an opportunity that had the course to

change the direction of things?

Have you ever missed your wife’s birthday? 
Or overslept for that final job interview or test?
Missed that important appointment… maybe your wedding?
Last year a Colorado man named Peter Bayley lost out on his lottery winnings because he

was three days past the deadline to turn in his ticket. Granted, it was only $1500, but it

wouldn’t have mattered if it was 150,000,000… miss the deadline and miss the winnings!

Apparently, Bayley thought that a few extra days would be no big deal, but the State

lottery board responded, “It’s really important we keep to the rules. Otherwise,

everybody would want to potentially change the rules.”



Application

Well, this day, the 10th of Nisan 32 AD, should have the most crucial day in Israel’s history,

but instead, it was the greatest missed opportunity.

Prophesied hundreds of years in advance
A day that prophets, priests, and kings longed for.

The day that their long-awaited Messiah and King revealed himself to them, and they

missed it. Due to a hardness of heart, misplaced expectations, and spiritual blindness. The

opportunity to receive their king was missed.

Thank God, that He knew this the entire time, and turned the greatest missed

opportunity into the greatest potential opportunity for all of us to be redeemed and come

into His kingdom.

Today, I want to look at a couple of other days that this event foreshadows… a couple of

days we can’t afford to miss because our hearts are not expectant or infiormed.



Bible Verse

[Jhn 12:12-26 NKJV] 12 The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast,

when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 13 took branches of palm

trees and went out to meet Him, and cried out: “Hosanna! ‘Blessed is He who

comes in the name of the LORD!’ The King of Israel!” 14 Then Jesus, when He had

found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written: 15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion;

Behold, your King is coming, Sitting on a donkey’s colt.” 16 His disciples did not

understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they

remembered that these things were written about Him and that they had done these

things to Him. 17 Therefore the people, who were with Him when He called Lazarus

out of his tomb and raised him from the dead, bore witness. 18 For this reason the

people also met Him, because they heard that He had done this sign. 19 The

Pharisees therefore said among themselves, “You see that you are accomplishing

nothing. Look, the world has gone after Him!” 20 Now there were certain Greeks

among those who came up to worship at the feast. 21 Then they came to Philip, who

was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked him, saying, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”

22 Philip came and told Andrew, and in turn Andrew and Philip told Jesus. 23 But

Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has come that the Son of Man should be

glorified. 24 “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the

ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. 

PRAY HERE



1

The Scene



Context

Verse 12 – the time of the feasts.

The feast of Tabernacles (Booths) coming into the Passover season – the population would

grow from 80,000 to approximately 500,000.

There is a buzz in the air about Jesus. Lazarus, who Jesus raised from the dead is in

the city telling everyone about this miracle that had occurred.
Jesus had a growing reputation as a healer, miracle worker, and a profound,

authoritative teacher. Many people would follow Jesus around just to see what He

would do next. He had a lot of fanfare, but when it came to those who understood his

mission and followed him at the cost of their own livelihoods, there were few followers.

When it came to the offense that Jesus frequently offered to the religious elite, there

were even fewer friends.



Palm Sunday

13 took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and cried out: “Hosanna!

‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ The King of Israel!”

Possibly the Judean Palms – where we get the term “Palm Sunday.”

JOKE: The young boy who saw the ice cream store sign that read, “Hand scooped ice

cream.” He looked at his dad and said, “Hey dad, look they serve Palm Sundays.”

These Palm leaves would have been present all throughout the cities as they were being used

during Succoth (feast of tabernacles).

These branches were used to make little tents or booths that the people of Israel were to

temporarily live in. It was a city-wide campout with 500,000 people! This practice, of

course, was to remind them of their deliverance from Egypt, and that during the wilderness

wanderings the children of Israel had no permanent home for they were awaiting the

promised land. They lived in tents traveling as pilgrims and wanderers.

This is truly a beautiful feast that Christ embodies.

Paul tells us that we as humans dwell in temporary tents (our bodies)
We are all headed toward the promised land, our eternal home.

Palm Branches – a symbol of national pride. These palm branches were engraved on the

temple and on coinage. Archeological finds have unearthed some of these symbols even

today.

The palm branches, in addition to what they were saying, were making a political

statement.

They were declaring national pride, a symbol of rebellion against Roman rule, and the

re-establishment of the physical, tangible kingdom of Israel.



2

The Sacrifice



Application

Their expectations:

As we are about to discover, the people who were proclaiming this about Jesus had one

thing in mind: Jesus would use His miraculous power to destroy the unexpecting Romans.

He would come on His mighty steed, ride through the Eastern gates, call fire down from

heaven, bring a throne from heaven to earth, and usher in a new era of Israel.

Their expectations were not exactly inaccurate, for the Bible does say that Jesus will do

those very things. Their perspective was incomplete. What they failed to recognize was the

need to deal with sin.

Hosanna – God, Save Now.
They called Jesus “King” and “The One who comes in the name of the Lord.”

They are quoting Psalm 118 – the Hallel Psalm.

[Psa 118:19-27 NKJV] 19 Open to me the gates of righteousness; I will go through

them, And I will praise the LORD. 20 This is the gate of the LORD, Through which the

righteous shall enter. 21 I will praise You, For You have answered me, And have

become my salvation. 22 The stone [which] the builders rejected Has become the

chief cornerstone. 23 This was the LORD’s doing; It is marvelous in our eyes. 24 This

is the day the LORD has made; We will rejoice and be glad in it. 25 Save now, I pray,

O LORD; O LORD, I pray, send now prosperity. 26 Blessed is he who comes in the

name of the LORD! We have blessed you from the house of the LORD. 27 God [is] the

LORD, And He has given us light; Bind the sacrifice with cords to the horns of the

altar.



Application

Bind the SACRIFICE:

Every covenant of God is established through a sacrifice. In order for there to be a covenant

of everlasting peace, everlasting righteousness, and an everlasting kingdom, there first had

to be an everlasting sacrifice that was sufficient to deal with the problem of sin between

man and God once and for all. Only a perfect, righteous lamb without blemish could take

away the sins of the world.

This, the 10th of NISAN, would be the day that the people would be bringing their

Passover sacrifices to the cioty.
This is why the money changers were in the temple courtyards.
If the lamb was blemished, the priests would compensate the lamb and you would have

to purchase a “Temple certified” lamb for your sacrifice.
This was not an accident. For Jesus entered that day, not only to declare himself as

king but to declare himself as the sacrifice.



Bible Verse

[Zec 9:9-11 NKJV] 9 “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of

Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation,

Lowly and riding on a donkey, A colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 I will cut off the

chariot from Ephraim And the horse from Jerusalem; The battle bow shall be cut

off. He shall speak peace to the nations; His dominion shall be ‘from sea to sea,

And from the River to the ends of the earth.’ 11 “As for you also, Because of the

blood of your covenant, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.”



Application

The blood of your covenant – before the covenant could be established, there had to be

shedding of bled.

Jesus came that day, not to shed the blood of the Romans, but to offer His own blood as a

sacrifice for the forgiveness of sin.



3

The Subjects



Bible Verse

14 Then Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written: 15

“Fear not, daughter of Zion; Behold, your King is coming, Sitting on a donkey’s

colt.” 16 His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was

glorified, then they remembered that these things were written about Him and that

they had done these things to Him.



Subject 1 - the donkey

The donkey was not an afterthought. It was all prophecies. Jesus wasn’t trying to figure out a

ride for His last-minute plans.

The other gospels tell us that Jesus instructed His disciples to go and find this particular

donkey, and next to the donkey would be a colt (baby donkey) and to bring the colt to Him.
You know, what is really sad is that colt was probably the only one in the whole bunch that

knew what was happening.

EXAMPLE: I’ve owned a donkey. We used to see who could run through the donkey’s

field without getting kicked.
If you have ever had experience with donkeys, you know that you never try to ride an

unbroken colt. You will be on the ground within seconds.
Here the donkey seems to be the only one who has an understanding (not the first

time) of what was happening!



Subject 2 - The Disciples

Jesus initially disappointed his disciples when he wasn’t living up to their temporary

expectations.

QUESTION: Have you ever been disappointed by God? (Am I allowed to say yes?)

You had an expectation of what and how God should do something in your life, and He

decided to do something different for bigger reasons that you couldn’t see at the moment,

and you found yourself disappointed with how God chose to do things because it wasn’t

what you had expected. Perhaps you’ve felt that God has let you down.

I’ve learned something about Jesus:



Quote

Sometimes Jesus will disappoint you in a moment to bring about

greater glory and good in the end.

Josh /



Application

16 His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was

glorified, then they remembered that these things were written about Him and that

they had done these things to Him.

At the moment, the disciples couldn’t see the glorious outcome of a cross, rejection, and

utter disappointment.

They couldn’t see the triumphal entry that Jesus would make when he rose walked out

of that grace, defeating the greatest enemies humanity has,  the devil, sin, and death

itself.



Subject 3: The Pharisees

Another group that didn’t get it when they really needed to.

17 Therefore the people, who were with Him when He called Lazarus out of his tomb

and raised him from the dead, bore witness. 18 For this reason the people also met

Him, because they heard that He had done this sign. 19 The Pharisees therefore said

among themselves, “You see that you are accomplishing nothing. Look, the world

has gone after Him!” 

If they had an ounce of humility or perception, they would have been singing and shouting

Hosanna with the people.

It’s amazing how pride and hard-heartedness can make you blind to something God is

doing right in front of your eyes.

Luke 19 – in the midst of all this, we are told that Jesus began weeping, convulsing.

The Pharisees approached Jesus and told him to make his disciples stop this praise.

That they were blaspheming by calling Jesus the Son of God and the messiah of Israel.
Jesus told them that if they stopped that even the rocks would cry out (first rock concert

ever). 
This was scripture being fulfilled. Jesus even had orchestrated this.

All they could see was how everyone was going after Jesus, which meant everyone was

forgetting about them. Jesus was messing with their agenda, and disrupting their own vision

of the kingdom and the kind of king they should have.



Application

These were Pharisees – they prided themselves on their keen knowledge of the Old

Testament law and prophets.

SIDENOTE: This day was incredible because it prophesied to happen to the very day!

Hundreds of years before Jesus ever shows up, Daniel is in Babylon and has a

prophetic vision.



Bible Verse

[Dan 9:24-26 NKJV] 24 “Seventy weeks are determined For your people and for your

holy city, To finish the transgression, To make an end of sins, To make

reconciliation for iniquity, To bring in everlasting righteousness, To seal up vision

and prophecy, And to anoint the Most Holy. 25 “Know therefore and understand,

That from the going forth of the command To restore and build Jerusalem Until

Messiah the Prince, There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; The street

shall be built again, and the wall, Even in troublesome times. 26 “And after the

sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; And the people of the

prince who is to come Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall

be with a flood, And till the end of the war desolations are determined.



Application

Daniel 9 –  March 14, 445 BC from Artaxerxes the command comes to rebuild

Jerusalem to the coming of Messiah would be 483 years (360 day years) 173,880 days.

And this is the day,  that very day.
There should have been a welcome committee!

[Luk 19:42 NKJV] 42 saying, “If you had known, even you, especially in this your day,

the things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes.”

The people were there not because they were expecting Jesus that day. They just wanted

to see if Jesus had something up his sleeve. As soon as Jesus’ lack of performance

disappoints, the same people yelling Hosanna will soon be yelling “crucify him!”

This was probably amusing the Romans too, for if they perceived any real threat, they

would have stopped it.



Subject 4: The Greeks

20 Now there were certain Greeks among those who came up to worship at the

feast. 21 Then they came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked

him, saying, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip came and told Andrew, and in

turn, Andrew and Philip told Jesus. 23 But Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour

has come that the Son of Man should be glorified. 



Application

Now, we don’t know the motive of these men, but apparently, it wasn’t pure enough for Jesus

to take the time to see them. I think these guys were looky-loos.

They wanted to see Jesus, but they had their own motives. Perhaps they wanted to see

Jesus to get his autograph as a celebrity miracle worker. Perhaps they wanted to see

Jesus because they wanted a front-row seat to his next miracle. Perhaps they wanted to

see Jesus because they had a plan to help Jesus become king. Maybe they wanted to

have a theological discussion with Jesus about Jews and Greeks… who knows.

Personally, I like that it’s open-ended.

WHY? Because I think there are a lot of people who want to see Jesus, they just want to

see their own version of Jesus.

Once Jesus asked his disciples, “Who do men say that I am.” 

Some said he was John the Baptist – We want someone who gets really extreme and

eats locust and wears camel skin.
Some said he was Elijah – We want the miracle worker who calls fire out of heaven

and can make the rain stop and start on command. Impress us!
Some said he was one of the prophets – We want a “turn or burn, try or fry” kind of

prophet!
Peter said, “You are the Christ.”

Everyone wants Jesus to be something other than the One He truly is.

He can be a good moral teacher who we learn from. He can be a nice historical figure

that teaches us about the dynamics of 1st century Judaism, He can even be a religious

figurehead that’s part of my self-help program. But he’s not those things, He is the King

of Kings and Lord of Lords! He is the Holy God-made flesh. He is the sacrifice for sin.
As long as people relegate Jesus to some other self-made figment of their imagination,

they never have to face accountability for their sin and rebellion. They never have to

face the realities of God’s righteous judgment and their need for repentance. They

never have to come face to face with an innocent king who was slaughtered because

of their choices and sinful decisions. And most importantly, they never have to submit

to a king other than themselves.



Bible Verse

23 But Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has come that the Son of Man

should be glorified. 24 “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls

into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.



Application

Jesus says, “Guys, I’m not here to put on an entertainment show, but to show the world the glory of

the suffering servant.”

The disciples hear “glorified” and they are thinking, “Yes, it’s the time!”
But they didn’t realize that the glory Jesus spoke of was not him ascending to a throne, but

ascending to a hill. His crown would be thorns and his sword would be a cross.

If you want to see me, you will see me lifted up on the cross.

The grain alone – you don’t see the complete picture. You only see a single grain.
When that seed is buried and goes through a shedding or dying process, it sprouts forth

into a fruitful harvest. You no longer see the single grain of wheat but now an entire

thriving plant.
Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, sprouted forth these branches. I am the vine and

you are the branches. We are the fruit of what Jesus accomplished on the cross.



Conclusion

When I see these events, I see a foreshadowing of other divinely appointed days the Bible

speaks of that we can’t afford to be unaware or ignorant of. These are days you don’t want

to miss.



4

The Symbols



4a

Symbol 1 - The Day of Salvation



Application

The first day that God doesn’t want us ti miss is called, “The Day of Salvation.”

[2Co 6:2 NKJV] 2 For He says: “In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the

day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is

the day of salvation.”

If today you don’t know Jesus personally, this is the day, the moment, you can’t afford to

miss. You are not here or watching by accident. God so loved you, that he gave his only

son, Jesus Christ so that whoever believes upon him will not perish but have eternal life.

None of us is promised a tomorrow, and if God is granting you the opportunity to be forgiven

of your sin, be made right with God, and inherit eternal life forever, don’t be like the people

in the story!

Don’t be like the disciples who wanted to fit Jesus into their nice little neat self-fulfilling

box, but had no idea what was really happening.
Don’t be like the Pharisees who had a religious form, but were really nothing more than

self-trusting, self-righteous hypocrites who didn’t think they needed to be saved.
Don’t be like the Gentiles who wanted to see Jesus, but didn’t really want to know

Jesus.

Completely and utterly fall on His mercy today. Confess your need for Who He Is.

Today, the triumphal entry He wants to make is into your life. The kingdom that He

wants to reign over is that little throne that is inside of your heart.

To not decide is to decide, and sometimes, once a day is gone, it might not come back

around.



4b

Symbol 2 - The Day of the Lord



Context

The Bible speaks of the time when Christ will return from heaven to judge the World and to

fulfill the other half of those prophecies by establishing his everlasting Kingdom upon the

earth.

When he comes on that day, there will be none with an excuse as to why they rejected

Christ. Everyone will be judged without partiality according to whether or not their

names are written in the book of life.
How does your name get into the book of life? By receiving Jesus by faith.



Bible Verse

[Rev 19:11-16 NKJV] 11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And

He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges

and makes war. 12 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many

crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. 13 He was clothed

with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the

armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white

horses. 15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike

the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the

winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And He has on His robe

and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.



Application

Jesus will touch down on the mount of olives and it will break the city in half.

He will establish his throne on David’s throne in the city of Jerusalem and will rule and

reign on this earth for 1000 years.
He will make every wrong right, do away with every injustice, and rule in a world of

righteousness.



4c

Symbol 3 - The Rapture



Custom

This is just an opinion, an observation from me, so take it or leave it.
But I find it interesting that before Jesus rode into Jerusalem the first time, the last miracle

he did was raising His friend Lazarus from the grave.

John 11:4 NKJV –  When Jesus heard that, He said, “This sickness is not unto

death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
Not unto death??? What do you mean, Lazarus died!

Paul says that we shall all not sleep (die), but in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet,

the dead in Christ will rise first, and we who are alive and remain will be caught up together

in the air to meet with the Lord and forever we will be with the Lord.

The Bible teaches that before Jesus comes riding into Jerusalem again on the final day

of judgment, he will first come to raise His friends (the church) in a great rapture.
Are you ready for that day, or will you miss it.
That is a day that cannot be calculated, that is a day that could happen now, or now, or

now. But if you haven’t trusted in Jesus, you don’t belong to Him. You are His enemy

because of your sin, not His friend.
So become a friend of Jesus!
And if you are his son, daughter, friend, exciting news, a day is coming that we don’t yet

know where we will be caught up to be with the Lord and all those who went before us. Are

you ready for that day!?
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